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quartette of
American

J women a
St Louts
woman who

stands among the best voice
teachers in the Italian city-
a woman physician from
San Francisco a daughter-
of Brooklyn who when
barely out of her teens
founded and maintained by
her own energy and funds-
an institution which aspires-
to be called The American
Industrial School for Ital
ian Working Girls and a
Philadelphia woman con
ducting an Arts and
Crafts

The first of these Mme
Barracchia as Kate Bens
berg achieved an enviable
success in Italian opera ap
pearing for some years as
prima donna in the chief
Italian cities and in Monte-
video with the celebrated
Ferrari Opera Company

As a young girl she was
sent to Stuttgart where she
studied under Mme Schroe
der under whose patronage

LOREN C E
boasts a re-

markable
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she made her debut at
KroWs Theater in Berlin
while still in her teens
After a season she went to
London There she studied
oratorio and appeared with
the Carl Rosa Opera

After two years she
came back to America and
for three seasons she sang
in operatic concerts

the object of further
Madame Barracchia
returned to parts

where she became a
pupil of Madame Marches During

her studies in the French capital she
was often heard as a soloist at the
American church In the Rue de Berry
The Paris Figaro speaking of her
voice called it the voice of an
angel Sonzogao the famous Milan
ese publisher and Impresario saw in
her an Ideal prime donna for Italy
and offered her an engagement which
she promptly accepted Under his
management site appeared with great
success in Ambrote Thomas Ham
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Mme Barrucchra singer
Dr Mary Harriss physician
Signora Conti philanthropist
Mrs A M Cobb publisher
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let Rlgoletto Traviata Lu
ela and many other operas She also
created the chief role in Leoncavallo-

Pagliacci
A happy marriage interrupted her

career for a time and when she reap
peared It was In London In the

¬

A HEALY CON

Queens Hall concerts under Henry
Wood After two years her work was
again interrupted this time by the
death of har husband and she

to Italy She settled In Flor-
ence as a teacher of singing Madame
Barraochla has very decided views on
the American girl students abroad
Speaking of It recently she sato

As a rule the American girl comes
abroad for voice study too late Three-

to four years of stud ought tc fit a
student a career and she
should be speaking of course

on general principles when she is

abut twentyfive or six at the latest
Do you find the American girl stu-

dent Industrious she was asked

Madame Barracchia smiled I
once hard a wellknown musician
Parts sey that there were only two
kinds of American girls one the ser
ious American and that she was the
finest woman In the world the other
the frivolous American and she was

the most frivolous there was no me-

dium species I dont know that I am
exactly of his opinion but I have ob
served that the American student
sometimes wishes to accomplish too
much in short time and then over-

works for she comes over here and
wishes to combine study and the so
called having a good time It xnssja
waste of time and ruin to ones f t
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prospects every titan The young
student must remamfrer that art is
aa exacting mistress and ready sea
rtteee must be made ta fear favor

earning abroad atone
ft is better of course girl

to come with some older and experi-
enced person if possible but there is
no reason why a senstolfe and watt
brought up girl with a Suet some of
her own dignity should not sorts ever
to study alone As long as she be-
haves herself no one win notice or
molest her She must observe the
ordinary standard ef what Is proper-
In any respectable walk of life It

be well for her however to re-
member that ooaditkma of life in a
large foreign city are net the same
conditions peculiar to a little country
town in the United States and site
cannot bring the freedom of American
girlhood into foreign oWes and net
pay some cost

Good Voices Always In Demand
And another thing I cannot pro

test too strongly against girls offering
money to secure engagements It la
not necessary A good yoke always
commands a price oven If little in the
beginning and the girl who cannot
secure an engagement witbout paying
must persuade herself that there Is
something wrong in her musical outfit
and had better go back home and save
herself years of bitter experience

Dr Mary Harries Florences Ameri
can woman physician does not agree
with Madame Barracchia the
American girl living abroad She has-
a pretty apartments the Hotel Ber
chlelll on the Lung Arno She has
considerable experience to base her
opinion on since after practising In
San Francisco she came abroad study
ing In Vienna and Berlin Last year
the earthquake In her city left her the
possessor of four front stone steps In
place of a splendid apartment house
and after a visit home she decided to
settle permanently in Florence

The worst thing she began In
answer to an Inquiry Is that our
girl students come abroad with too
little capital It was quite right years
ago when living over here was really
cheap But things have changed hereas well as at home Prices e all kinds
have gone up particularly In Italy
In Germany one oan still live
but hardly at the rate these girls ex-
pect

Expect to Lire for Nothing
They hear of the cheapness abroad

and come expecting to live on money
on which they would starve at home
Now for instance I have met a girl
who arrived with 300 to last her fiveyears Some one had told her that
teaching could be found for her sup
port How can that be true when
teachers are everywhere willing to
give lesons tor even so low as a few
cents an hour In Germany there are
women giving lessons for half a mark
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or 12 cents an Italy the
tun price for English lessons is a
lira X cents an hour Another girt
had too for a year to include passage
money leaons in music aj d languages
sad board lit Parts such cases appear
at the worst There many girls are
struggling along on almost norhing

The aeeaomies we ortun t iy are
along the Hne of food and Many
also live alone In consequence shiv-
ering and chilled they eat fowl bought
reitdycooked In small quantities bad
ly served and without the repose se-

cured y ttttto down to a properly
servo meal And all the time the
brain la being worked nard when de-

prived of Its fuel Besides living alone
preys on a girls spirits A woman
must have seme one to love and since
propinquity atajrs so
love attaint tale nearest BMB at hand
finds a pout of attack Lad if not a
man often are
formed

She Needs Home Life
A girt to be well and normal

the surroundings of home Ute where
her emotion cn have legitimate play
and older people watch over her liv-

ing sleeping and eating Decidedly-

I think mothers should sot send these
girls abroad alone as they do Psy-

chologically and physically it is
Some COllIe at eighteen with

the whole reepontrtafUty o living in
a strange land on their shoulders
Nervousnafw and an anaemic condi-

tion are the least of die often
consequent twIlL

Are there ninny America women
physicians abroad

vet mans I think I for instance
am Ute only American woman physi-

cian In Florence The reason for this
is easy enough to understand for for-

eign doctors in continental countries
are there on sutfererrie
unless they take the diplomas of the
oountry In Germany they are not
chewed the doctors title hot must
put American diplomas on their signs
Her In Florence the understanding
is that they do not practice among
ItallrJiB

A third American woman who la
prominent In the life of Florence Is
Signora Conti wife of Dr Guido Con

ti Before her marriage she was Mi s
Florence Lizzie Healy daughter of the
late Stephen Weston Healy of Brook-
lyn brother of Augustus Healy
president of the Brooklyn Institute of
Fine Arts Stephen Healy entered the
Catholic Church in Italy was made-
a Cavalier of St Gregory the Great
by Pope Leo XHI and became a
member of the confraternity of the
famous Mlsericordla a member of the
Third Order of St Francis and a dis-

tinguished worker in the Order of St
Paul Before his marriage he won
fame as a great traveler ascending
Mt Blanc and Mt Vesuvius and

African wilds

School for Dressmakers
When a mere girl she is not much

more now Miss Healy became im
prexed by tales of the hardships of
Italian dresmakers apprentices
While obtaining their training they
are sent to make purchases in the
email shops kept by men of too often
unenviable reputations The results
have made the Florentine working girl
somewhat notorious Miss Healy con-

cluded that If they could obtain their
training in a school and start In life
as wageearners their future was

to be more promising She had
read of American social work and ac-
cordingly laid her own plans

One day she opened her school in a
building on the grounds of her fathers
home Later she rented a floor of a
house In the Via Pier Capponi and tfcla
May moved to better quarters in the
Via del Seraglio a street well known-
to all tourists Signora Conti recent
ly explained her work saying that her
dream was to have It become an en
dowed work with tho name Ameri-
can Industrial School for Italian
Working Girls Her rooms are always
thronged with brighteyed little Ital-
ians some busy at lessons some

hard in the dressmaking rooms
others preparing dinner others

halls and arranging pots and pans
all happyfaced and smiling

iS i
Compulsory Course of Study
Sometimes I have had as many as

sixtyfour said Signora HealyContL
We are required by the municipality-

to furnish come with the
compulsory course of so I teach
them myself assisted by a teacher
whom I pay We have a dressmaker
to Instruct the girls and I hope to
add a millinery deportment later The
domestic course includes cooking and
cleaning

We give tho whole school a daily
dinner added Signora Healy Conti
the pupils prepare it entirely They

set the table and clean tho building
One girl keeps accounts another has
charge of our little library Ei i
pupil however must become expe-
rienced In all the departments

The American woman who conducts
tbe Arts and Crafts In Florence Is
Mrs Arthur Murray Cobb who was
Vise Littell of the family of pub-
lishing fame

the death of her husband tils
Winter she took entire charge of the
work which Is carried on in rare
Brownings old home Case Guidi and
includes the exhibition of the pictures
of artists of antique

etc in fact all included in the
term arts and crafts
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